Vinaka Café

The best part of waking up is the variety of places
where you can get a good cup of joe. Here are
some of our favorites.

Story and photos by Sara Freitag

q rom creative cold brews and cappuccinos to ships are formed around the common bonds of

Americanos and macchiatos, Carlsbad’s local quality food and drink. Whether you’re bustling off
coffeehouses serenade you with their symphonic to run a few errands or hustling away at your daily
coffee notes and friendly service. While each spot grind, coffee is that steady best friend who is only a

whistles its own unique tune, a unifying takeaway is  hop and a skip away. Happy sipping!
that community, family feeling and lifelong relation-
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300 Carisbad Village Drive, #211

760.720.7890 - vinakacafe.net
G0OD VIBES

. Ringing in its 30th anniversary in December, Vinaka Café is one of
the oldest coffee shops in Carlsbad. Thanks to inspiration he gath-
ered in the Fijian Islands, founder Adam Jester named the coffee

shop after the islanders’ word for “thank you.” Truly embracing
the meaning of the word, this cozy spot is all about giving back to
the community, making people feel welcome and serving quality
coffee, tea and food. Open later than most coffee shops, Vinaka
has played an integral part in many college students’ lives, hop-
ping along for the ride of countless passed exams and completed
papers over the years.

MENU AND MORE

Offering ice cream and pastries from Southern California sources,
1 as well as a nice selection of sandwiches, salads, coffees and teas,
- this spot is a one-stop-shop for all things that tempt the taste

buds.
- |
~ |  CUSTOMER FAVORITE
’ The Pumpkin Pie Vanilla Chai is a homey drink made with chai tea,

your choice of milk and pumpkin syrup, topped off with a smidge
of cinnamon—a yummy option for fall, or really any day you crave
that earthy and comforting flavor combo.
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Sleeping Tigen, Coffees
2906 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.720.7498 - sleepingtigercoffees.com

G0OD VIBES

From the moment you waltz through the door, this eclectic
coffeehouse-meets-winery welcomes you home. A medley
of live music and laughter reverberates among the maze

of wine barrels and local artwork, while an open-air patio
invites you outside for a quieter work environment. This
spot—whose name was inspired by the famous sleeping ti-
ger mural on the building—is perfect for a fun meet-up with
friends. And soon, you’ll even be able to join the coffee club,
which supplies you with fresh-roasted beans on a monthly
basis. Sleeping Tiger and its sister business Witch Creek Win-
ery offer gift baskets thoughtfully filled with coffee, wine
and wine glasses—and they host unique events with the
purpose of uniting people over common bonds of coffee
and wine. What better way to build community?

MENU AND MORE

Sleeping Tiger’s MVP ingredient is quality, from fresh-roast-
ed beans to syrups made in house. Order anything from
yummy muffins to rose petal lattes and more.

CUSTOMER FAVORITE
The Pumpkin Spice Latte is lovingly made with your choice
of milk, as well as a perfectly sweet housemade pumpkin

syrup. One sip of this, and you’ll discover the Alice in Won-
derland of fall’s dreamiest flavors.

2rer State St., #100
760.994.0666 - babacoffee.com

G0OD VIBES

West Coast beach vibes ride the air like a wave as you walk
into Baba Coffee. Freckled with happy, blue accents, includ-
ing cozy Mexican blankets, this café is all about helping you
relax and feel at home. As a nod to Baba Coffee’s name
inspiration—Baba Budan, a man who smuggled beans out
of the Middle East in the 16th century—the café’s future
plans include building out a rooftop lounge where Turkish
coffees will be crafted in a hot sandpit. This upstairs lounge
will provide the perfect locale for fun times with friends,
while downstairs will continue to prioritize a focused work
environment.

MENU AND MORE

Many of Baba’s ingredients are locally grown and organic.
The orange juice is squeezed upon order—and across the
board, quality and freshness are top priority amongst the
salads, sandwiches and drinks including boba, coffee and

tea.

CUSTOMER FAYORITE
The Dirty Turmeric Latte is not only yummy, but it’s a holis-
tic, healthy choice, thanks to anti-inflammatory properties

found in both ginger and turmeric. Not a bad way to “spice”

up your day.
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Bind Pock
2656 Gateway Road, Ste. 150
619.272.0203 « birdrockcoffee.comspagestbressi-ranch

Coffee Roaglevy

G0OD VIBES

Choosing an item on the menu at Bird Rock is like playing
roulette with its flavor wheel and winning no matter the
outcome; you just can’t go wrong. Birthed out of a deep
passion for quality and community, Bird Rock is a modern
shop that not only serves its guests top-notch goods, but
also teaches you a thing or two about the coffee industry—
with footage playing on the TVs and colorful art displays
navigating you through the coffee notes.

’ MENU AND MORE

1 Offering fresh-roasted, premium coffee and high-quality,

i healthy food to fuel and re-fuel you through your day, Bird
Rock goes the extra mile with everything it does. Sourcing
beans from around the world, an appreciation for travel and
culture is effortlessly infused into the lifeblood of the coffee
shop, just as the beans are naturally infused with a variety
of notes.

CUSTOMER FAVORITE

Classic all the way, Bird Rock’s customer favorite is a cap-
puccino, complete with a touch of latte art. Timeless and
tasty.
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3076 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.434.4100 - facebook.com?cafeelysa

G0OD VIBES

Café Elysa is one of those captivating spots where friends quickly
become family. From a group of fun regulars who are lovingly
called the “fire pit crew” to folks hailing from the local retirement
community, this place serves more than just a yummy plate of
food and a fresh cup of coffee. It builds lifelong relationships. Not
only is the French-inspired cuisine quite delicious, but the tight-
knit community of baristas makes you feel equally welcome from
the moment you step inside the door.

MENU AND MORE

Some of the menu’s offerings include crepes, chocolate crois-
sants, light lunch options and coffee drinks ranging from the reli-
able oat milk latte to fancy flavored drinks.

CUSTOMER FAVORITE

Topped with whipped cream and drizzled with caramel syrup, the
blended caramel macchiato is a favorite customer drink, making it
oh-so-easy to start your day with the siren call of a sweet dessert.
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2525 El Camino Real, #234C
760.434.2144 - coastcoffeecafe.com

G0OD VIBES

Amid the hustle and bustle of The Shoppes at Carlsbad,
Coast Coffee Co. is all about providing an energizing cup of
coffee to fuel any customer. Whether they’re running er-
rands or enduring the exhaustion of holiday shopping, many
of Coast Coffee’s guests simply need some caffeine to get
them through, so the baristas keep things easy and speedy.
You could say they exist to drop the “drop” from “shop ’til
you drop.” Now, how’s that for a tongue twister?

MENU AND MORE

Offering a variety of go-to choices such as lattes, as well as
dessert-like drinks, the menu is simple and yet comprehen-
sive. You can even find food options including paninis and

PB&J sandwiches, which also come in junior sizes for your

mini-me.

CUSTOMER FAVORITE

The Maple Cinnamon Frappe is a popular vanilla-flavored
drink, powered by espresso, seasoned with a striking blend
of cinnamon and maple and topped with whipped cream
and chocolate drizzle. What sweeter way to kick start your

INWTTA Coge

6806 Embarcadero Lane
760.685.0411 - invitacafe.com

G0OD VIBES

Derived from the Italian word “invitare” (to invite), the
name of this café says it all. Truly, you’ll never feel more wel-
comed than when you walk into‘an Italian home where gobs
of family members gather to share laughs and eat pasta
prepared by Nonna—but a visit to INVITA Café comes in a
close second, with baristas greeting you with a warm smile
and making you feel like a long-lost cousin within minutes.
Built on cornerstones of quality, hospitality and community,
this sleek coffee bar’s mission is inspired by the cultural
tradition of extending an invite to sip an espresso with your
friends when serendipity unexpectedly brings them across
your path.

MENU AND MORE

INVITA’s catchphrase is “tradition made modern”—and the
menu reflects this idea of authentic Italian favorites meeting
modern American cuisine. Options include cappuccinos,
Americanos and specialty drinks, as well as light salads and
mouthwatering flatbreads.

CUSTOMER FAYORITE

The Tiramisu Latte is a unique creation that folds in layers
of rich mocha, milk and an intoxicating almond creme for a
perfect morning pick-me-up. Chef’s kiss!

—

f'h

— W A——

La Codla Coffee Roagling
6965 E| Camino Real
760.438.8160 - lacostacoffee.com

GOOD VIBES

Cue the aroma of fresh-roasted beans wafting through the
air. This friendly neighborhood spot is one where a strong
sense of community meets a high-quality cup of joe. You'll
find inspiration from local artists’ colorful displays—and
you may even be in for the treat of watching owner Doug
Novak as he performs his masterful coffee whispering (aka
roasting).

MENU AND MORE

Offering an array of coffees, teas and simple breakfast
items, La Costa Coffee Roasting serves drinks that are
sourced from beans and leaves around the world. The cof-
fee philosophy is rooted in the consistency of a traditional
medium roast, whether you’re ordering a piping hot cup or
a pound for the week.

CUSTOMER FAYORITE
Sip on the smooth Vanilla Bean Americano, a delicious pick-
me-up invented by one of La Costa Coffee’s own baristas.
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7740 El Camino Real
2742 State St.
760.230.6747 - loftycoffee.com

G0OD VIBES

When strolling into this modern, outdoor coffee shop, you’ll not
only be greeted with warm rays overhead, but with a sunny smile
from your newest friend behind'the counter. As a coffee-centric
restaurant, Lofty marries natural, organic food with quality coffee
for a love-at-first-taste experience. A true home away from home,
this spot is buzzing with the serendipity of locals running into
each other, the energy of co-workers gathering to crank out their
deadlines and the spontaneity of friends meeting up for a morn-
ing walk.

MENU AND MORE

Serving coffee that’s roasted five days a week and pastries made
fresh daily, everything about this lively space is local, local, local.
From savory dishes such as the hummus and avocado toast to
classic lattes and specialty drinks, there’s something on the menu
for everyone. *

CUSTOMER FAVORITE

The Cloudy with a Chance of Cold Brew is not only attractive in ap-
pearance, but the nitro cold brew, housemade vanilla and organic
heavy cream harmonize with one another for a pitch-perfect
medley of flavorful notes.
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Qteady Slote Reoagling
2562 State St, Suite G
760.994.0001 - steadystateroasting.com

G0OD VIBES

Steady State is one of those go-to spots where the art and
science of coffee come together in a meet-cute that’s brim-
ming with chemistry. With a friendly family of baristas who
know their craft backwards and forwards, you’re in good
hands. Come back only a time or two and you’ll likely be
recognized by name, or at least by face. Not only is the cof-
fee poured to perfection with high-quality beans, but those
beans are also roasted in-house and available for purchase
by both guests and wholesalers.

MENU AND MORE

Steady State’s menu is simple and consistent, with the oc-
casional addition of a new drink concocted by one of the
baristas. With cold brews, pour-overs and lattes, as well as a
selection of pastries, your taste buds can’t go wrong.

CUSTOMER FAVORITE
The Cold Fashioned is a nod to the classy Old Fashioned.

Made with cold brew concentrate, honey and bitters, this
one is beautifully displayed with an orange peel garnish.
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Holiday Season
Has Arrived.

From toasted s’mores to cozy firepits and live music, the holiday
season at The Cassara offers an abundance of festive activities
for the whole family. Visit our website for current Winter
Packages and Promotions up to 17% off.

TheCassaraCarlsbad.com/offers | 833-447-9195

THE CASSARA

Carlsbad - Tapestry Collection by Hilton



